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Some Units Currently Employing 
Blueview Sonar:

LAPP•	
NYPD Counterterrorism•	
U.S. Coast Guard MSSTs •	
Mass State Police•	
San Diego Harbor Patrol•	
Port of Seattle•	
Port of Long Beach•	
Pierce County Sheriff•	
Bainbridge Island PD (WA)•	
Tacoma PD•	
San Francisco PD•	

Sonar For Marine
Law Enforcement

by Larry Summers

BlueView Technologies, Inc.,; produces 
miniature multibeam imaging sonar. Just a 
little over two years ago, the first BlueView 
sonar was delivered  to Safe Boats Intl. 
Since then, BlueView has delivered more 
than 100 units to the US Navy, US Coast 
Guard, NATO Undersea Research Center, 
MIT, Oceaneering International, NYPD 
Counter-terrorism, 11 major US Seaports 
and many other customers.
	 BlueView Technologies has 
developed and delivers a new generation of 
high resolution multibeam imaging sonar. 
This technology breakthrough provides 
sonar capabilities that are available for the 
first time in compact, low power systems 
that can be deployed on ROVs, AUVs, diver 
hand-held units, boat mounts systems and 
fixed surveillance platforms. But what sets 
this type of sonar apart from a high-end 
fish finder or high end consumer sonar 
sold at boating retailers?
	 Traditional depth sounder 
generates a single beam (or perhaps 2 in 

a dual frequency unit) directly below the 
boat. Multiple single beam returns from 
multiple sonar transmissions are stacked 
up side by side to create a profile of the 
bottom as the boat passes over. Side scan 
sonar also uses multiple transmissions to 
build an image, but by looking to the side 
of the boat. The ProViewer Series that is 
produced by BlueView is a forward looking 
sonar that generates many narrow beams 
on each transmission.  This allows the sonar 
to create a stream of crisp, rapidly updating 
images of the bottom while the boat is 
moving or at rest. These images provide 
a realistic view of submerged objects, 
shipwrecks, fish, divers, and bottom 
features, even in very shallow water.
	 The ProViewer and ProViewerE 
are acoustic imaging devices that bounce 
sound waves off ocean floor features and 
objects in the volume and turns them into 
rapidly updated streaming digital images. 
Slightly larger than a football, these single 
housing units have an underwater viewing 
range of 450 ft. With a thin cable

ABOVE - A diver uses a BlueView sonar 
mounted in a “ Navigator” self contained 
diver unit
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providing power from and digital 
communications to the system, it uses a 
standard USB1 or  Ethernet interface and will 
run on most Windows-based computers. 
Placed in horizontal or vertical positions, 
you can collect forward looking 2-D images 
of underwater environments or accurate 
profile views of structures and the bottom. 
These images provide a realistic view of 
submerged objects, shipwrecks, fish, divers, 
and bottom features, even in very shallow 
water. You will be able to quickly acquire 
targets, track or monitor divers, survey a 
construction site or navigate an ROV with 
more confidence and efficiency.
	 BlueView Technologies currently 
produces two sonars that can be integrated 
into a platform such as an ROV or diver 
unit or used in either a hand-held or boat 
mounted application.  
	 The first sonar head is a 900KHz 
- the P900E. This head is an ideal sonar for 
underwater detection and identification 
operations such as hull inspection and 
body recovery. Whether you are working 
from a fixed platform or a moving vehicle, 
ProViewer sonar provide high quality 
images at up to 10 frames per second. The 
second product is a 450KHz sonar. The 
P450E is the perfect solution for medium 
range target detection, tracking, and 
navigation in underwater environments. 
Whether you are working from a fixed 
platform or a moving vehicle, ProViewer 
sonar provide high quality images at up to 
10 frames per second.
	 Used on-board or off, pole 
mounted or on an ROV, you can simplify 
many missions with dynamic real-time 
streaming sonar imagery at a price 
previously unattainable:  (base unit starts 
at around $19,500).   MT

Email comments to:
lsummers@marinetactical.com

ABOVE - A CBP officer watches the screen 
for a Videoray ROV using a BlueView sonar to 
scan the underside of a vessel
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